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The project in a nutshell

Nation and regional authorities

Tourism associations

NGOs

Universities

18 Partners from six countries in the Baltic Sea Region 

(BSR): 

Germany, Denmark, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway

amongst them: 8 large protected areas
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Development Fund

Project time: February 2009 – January 2012

Budget: 2,68 Mio € (ERDF + Norwegian Fund)

4 workpackages



Benefit Monitor: 

Visitor survey in Protected Areas: common approach in all partner

Parks of the project
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Benefit Monitor: 

Equipment for visitor monitoring, example from

Kemeri National Park (Latvia)



Benefit monitor

Method used in the project
(developed by Prof. Dr H. Job, University Würzburg) 



Benefit monitor – results:

 visitor survey using the same methodology within the

Park-partners of the Project

 visitor numbers used to show the economic benefit of PA 

for the regions

 in the case of Müritz National Park: application of the

methodology of University Munich/Regensburg

 (comparison with job-eqivalents study from 2004

 2004: 628 job-equivalents (all); 261 (in a strict sense)

 2010: 651 job-equivalents (all); 311 (in a strict sense)
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Public-private-partnership:

Criteria for cooperation
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Public-private-partnership:

Criteria for cooperation



Eco labelling: analysis

Eco labels Denmark Eco labels Latvia



Eco labelling – results:

 eco labels from all project countries were collected, analysed and compared

looking at their relevance for Protected areas regions

 result: the establishment of a new eco-label for the Baltic Sea Region is

neither desirable nor possible

 nonetheless: a framework for the Protected Areas in the 

Baltic Sea Region and for generating a transnational regional identity was

needed

  a Baltic Sea Region - methodology for the Charter part II (on working with

tourism businesses) was developed.

  this methodology has been approved by the EUROPARC Federation in 

September 2011

  methodology used by the Nordic Baltic Section of EUROPARC Federation
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Accessability for all: 

Example for visitor-infrastructure from Maribosoerne Nature 

Park (DK)
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More themes:

• Carrying capacity

• Transport to and in Protected Areas






