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Many intensively used agricultural landscapes in central Europe 
are struggling with erosion and drought made increasingly worse 
by climate change. To maintain the soil, its moisture, structure 
and fertility and thus its productivity more and more farmers are 
employing agroforestry methods. Those methods combine the use 
of mixed orchards or tree rows, with crop and/or livestock farming 
on the same plot. This practice has the potential to increase the 
provision of ecosystem services on a farm and at the landscape 
level such as erosion control, water retention, biodiversity and 
carbon sequestration. Agroforestry systems can enrich landscape 
attractiveness and serve as connecting elements of green 
infrastructure (GI) in the agricultural landscape.

From an economic and ecological point of view agroforestry 
can become an alternative for farmers wishing to avoid the 
losses of recent years due to extreme climate events. In some 
MaGICLandscapes case study areas a need for more GI on farmland 
was identified by stakeholders. Agroforestry can help to revitalise 
and maintain the GI network there. However, agroforestry systems 
are more complex and knowledge-intensive. There is a need for 
adequate training and participatory approaches for education, 
marketing and management purposes.

Benefit of the month #14: 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND LAND & SOIL MANAGEMENT
Each month the Interreg Central Europe Project 
MaGICLandscapes introduces a particular benefit of green 
infrastructure including examples from the project’s case 
study areas and across central Europe.
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