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WHY STRATEGY IS NEEDED ?

WHY ?

Water is 

essential for 

human life, 

nature and the 

economy

1 of 4 EU cities is 

seriously water 

stressed

Urban growth 

has a large 

impact on the 

availability of 

water

Soil sealing is a 

prevalent problem

increasing the 

degradation rate of 

aquatic environment

stormwater buffer 

capacity that has 

been depleted 

due to 

urbanisation now 

needs to be 

increased

Multitude of interconnected water problems faced by cities, demands a structural 

and systemic approach 

Climate change: 

flooding, droughts 

and heat waves
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STRATEGY PURPOSE

Guide to cities 
and practitioners 

who are 
incorporating the 

principles of
circular water
approach in 
policies and 
strategies

To contribute to 
EU’s efforts to 
stimulate and 

facilitate water 
reuse and 

rainwater use. 
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DEVELOPMENT APPROACH

▪ ANALYSIS of existing 

urban water 

management systems, 

with a focus on 

identifying problems 

and gaps that hinder 

circularity.

▪ ANALYSIS of laws, 

strategies, regulatory and 

non-regulatory measures 

at national level for the 6 

countries involved.
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SUGGESTED REGULATIVE MEASURES

12 

LEGISLATIVE & 

REGULATION 

POLICY 

MEASURES

LACK OF CONCRETE 

RULES, REGULATIONS AND 

STANDARDS: 

- for non-potable water 

quality

-no national level laws 

with wholesome approach 

on rainwater management

- on municipal stormwater 

management and water 

scarcity

- inexistent specific 

regulation on green roofs 

infrastructure

LACK OF REGENERATIVE, 

INCLUSIVE AND CLIMATE 

ADAPTIVE SPATIAL 

PLANNING:

local rainwater 

management and water 

recycling should be 

basically taken into 

account during the 

planning process

LACK OF TAX-BASED INCENTIVES AND 

DETERRENTS:

revisions in aspect of water sustainability. 
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SUGGESTED KNOWLEDGE MEASURES

6  KNOWLEDGE 

CAPACITY AND 

AWARENESS 

RAISING 

MEASURES

DECISION MAKERS’ 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

AWARENESS GAPS:

-link to urban 

water management 

and solutions is 

still not evident.

-the importance of 

the public sector 

as a role model

DEFINING 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

AWARENESS GAPS 

WITHIN THE 

GENERAL PUBLIC:

-negative 

perceptions of 

reclaimed water 

and reuse products 

are widespread.

-Missing innovative 

solution practice
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SUGGESTED GOVERNANCE MEASURES

18 GOVERNANCE 

MEASURES

INTEGRATION AND 

STRENTHENING 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

GOVERNANCE: 

joining

administration of

urban planning, open 

space, water

resurce, drainage

and green space

Integrating 

Rainwater Harvesting 

and Greywater 

Recycling in the 

Overall Water 

Resources 

Management

Spatial Governance in Support of Circular 

Water Use 
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THANK YOU FOR 

ATTENTION!
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